
THE BIG 5 CANCERS 
AFFECTING WOMEN IN SA

#1 Breast Cancer
DID YOU KNOW?
Breast cancer is the 
most common

Did you know? CANSA offers 
Clinical Breast Examinations at 
our Care Centres

Do monthly breast self-examinations

Go for regular screening (clinical breast 
examinations) at CANSA Care Centres

Symptom-free women aged 40 to 54 should 
go for a mammogram every year (women 55 
years & older should change to every 2 years)

I am too young to 
get breast cancer

It doesn’t matter if I’m
overweight/obese and

don’t exercise

Alcohol & smoking is not 
linked  to breast cancer

Only women with a 
family history of breast 

cancer are at risk

I have never had 
children, so I can’t 
get breast cancer

Many women who are under 40 are 
diagnosed with breast cancer

Being overweight & having low levels 
of physical activity adds to breast 
cancer risk, esp after menopause

Alcohol and tobacco use increases the 
risk of breast cancer

All women are at risk, but 
family history increases 
the risk

Women who have never had children, 
or only had them after 30, have 
increased risk of breast cancer

MYTH vs FACT

W A R N I N G  S I G N S

A puckering of the skin of 
the breast

An unusual increase or 
shrinkage in the size of one 
breast or recent asymmetry 

of the breasts

A lump in the breast or 
armpit

One breast unusually lower 
than the other. Nipples at 

different levels

A change in the skin 
around the nipple or 

nipple discharge

An enlargement of the 
glands

Dimpling of the nipple or 
nipple retraction

An unusual swelling in the 
armpit

EARLY DETECTION IS KEY

Toll Free 0800 22 66 22  |  www.cansa.org.za

CANSA offers a variety of 
affordable BREAST PROSTHESES, 
for those who had to undergo a 
mastectomy/lumpectomy 
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#2 Cervical Cancer
DID YOU KNOW?
Cervical cancer is the 
2nd most common cancer

CANSA offers Pap smears at 
our CANSA Care Centres at an 

affordable rate

Human Papilloma viruses (HPVs) 
Almost all cervical cancers are caused by HPV - a 
common virus that is spread through skin-to-skin 

contact, body fluids and sexual intercourse.

Signs and symptoms

Abnormal vaginal bleeding between 
periods

Continuous vaginal discharges

Menstrual periods becoming heavier and 
lasting longer than usual

Vaginal bleeding or pain during sexual 
intercourse

Increased urinary frequency

Vaginal bleeding after menopause

Go for regular PAP SMEARS

Toll Free 0800 22 66 22  |  www.cansa.org.za

Risk Factors

Failure to always use protection during 
sexual intercourse

Sexually transmitted infections
 

Having many sexual partners and high-
risk sexual activity

Having first sexual intercourse at a 
young age

Being overweight/obese with low physical
activity levels

Consumption of alcohol (could lead to 
high-risk sexual activity) and smoking

Pap Smear = reliable screening test for the early 
detection of cervical cancer - a swab of cervical cells

Women ages 18 - 25 who have ever been sexually 
active should have Pap smears every 

3 years, or 2 years later after first 
sexual activity (whichever is 

later) and continue until 
age 70

Cervical cancer can be effectively treated if detected & diagnosed early
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#3 Colorectal Cancer
If diagnosed early it can increase 
your chances of survival.
KNOW THE RISKS

EARLY DETECTION IS KEY
Most colorectal cancers begin 
as a POLYP, a small growth of 
tissue that starts in the lining and 
grows into a centre of the colon 
or rectum. Doctors can remove 
polyps during the colonoscopy 
procedure.

POLYP

Go for regular colon screening tests such as a 
colonoscopy or a sigmoidoscopy from 

age 50 - every 10 years

Most CANSA Care Centres countrywide offer faecal occult blood home test kits for sale (sample of stool collected on end of an applicator to 
help detect small quantities of blood). Although not always an indication of cancer, positive results require a referral to a doctor.

Lack of regular 
exercise

Low fruit/ 
vegetable intake

Low-fibre & 
high-fat diet
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SIGNS & SYMPTOMS (many people experience no symptoms)

Change in bowel habits, including diarrhoea and constipation or both
Rectal bleeding or blood in stools
Persistent abdominal discomfort (cramps, gas or pain)

Being 
overweight 

(obesity)

Alcohol
abuse

Poor oral/
dental hygiene

Tobacco 
use

A feeling that the bowel doesn’t empty completely
Weakness or fatigue
Unexplained weight loss

Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease

Type 2 
Diabetes

Hereditary 
Syndromes such as 

Lynch Syndrome

Personal or family 
history of colorectal 

cancer or polyps

Old age

Toll Free 0800 22 66 22  |  www.cansa.org.za
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#4 Uterine Cancer
Cancer of the uterus is also 
referred to as ENDOMETRIAL 
or UTERINE cancer

Lack of exerciseAge

Risk Factors of Uterine Cancer include:

Toll Free 0800 22 66 22  |  www.cansa.org.za

SYMPTOMS OF UTERINE CANCER

Obesity

Family HistoryAlcohol useTobacco use

Genetics
Inability to fall pregnant
Infrequent menstrual cycle or starting 
menses before the age of 12
Oestrogen replacement therapy without the 
use of progesterone
Diabetes

Endometrial cancer is a disease in which 
malignant (cancer) cells form in the tissues of 
the endometrium.

The endometrium is the lining of the uterus, 
the hollow, muscular organ in a woman’s 

pelvis.

Cancer of the endometrium is 
different from cancer of the 

muscle of the uterus, which 
is called sarcoma of the 

uterus.

Pain in pelvis or abdomen especially when passing urine or having sex

Abnormal Vaginal Bleeding or discharge that is not normal for you
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#5 Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma

Night sweats
Fever and chills
Itching
Swollen lymph nodes in neck,  
underarms, groin, or other areas
Weight loss
Coughing or shortness of breath if the 
cancer affects the thymus gland or 
lymph nodes in the chest
Abdominal pain or swelling, which may 
lead to loss of appetite, constipation, 
nausea, and vomiting
If the cancer affects cells in the brain, 
the person may have a headache, 
concentration problems, personality 
changes, or seizures

More common in older people
More common in men
Family history
Patients with diseases/conditions 
affecting the immune system (HIV+/
AIDS and organ transplant recipients) 
may be at higher risk
Autoimmune Disorders
Overexposure to industrial and 
agricultural chemicals

SYMPTOMS

RISK FACTORS

A doctor will perform a physical 
exam and check body areas with 
lymph nodes to feel if they are 
swollen. 
Biopsy of suspected tissue, usually 
a lymph node biopsy
Bone marrow biopsy

Treatment depends on the type 
of cancer, its location and how 
advanced it is
Options involve radiation, 
chemotherapy, drugs or a 
combination

SCREENING TREATMENT & 
PROGNOSIS

Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma is cancer of the 
lymphoid tissue, which includes the lymph 
nodes, spleen, and other organs of the 
immune system. 
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