
 

 

 

 

 

25 June 2015 

Attention: Mr Russell Barnes 

Proprietor/Editor: The Midlands Herald 

P.O. Box 1500 

Howick 

3290 

 

Dear Mr Barnes 

 

Response to your article: “Thinking Pink? Then Think Again?  

 

Regarding the article published on the front page of your most recent edition, Number 222. 

 

The article refers to the Cancer Association of South Africa (CANSA) and states that “probably very little” has 

been accomplished with the money now that the Pink Trees campaign is over, however, CANSA was not 

given the opportunity to explain how the money was used. We were disappointed that we were not contacted 

for comment prior to publication of this article. 

 

We would like to state clearly that CANSA is not involved in cancer treatment of any type and our research is 

not focused on finding a cure for cancer or developing cancer drugs, as stated in the article. We do not provide 

nor do we receive any monies from any pharmaceutical companies and as such are not governed by any of 

these companies. Instead, our purpose is to reduce the incidence of cancer by funding research on the causes 

of cancer and ways to reduce your cancer risk. We advocate for policy changes that will make the environment 

healthier (in terms of cancer risk) and teach people about how they can change their lifestyles and behaviour 

to reduce their chances of developing cancer.  You can read more via our regular newsletter on 

http://www.cansa.org.za/cansa-research-enewsletters/. 

 

We also promote the importance of early detection of cancer. We hold regular screening clinics in urban areas 

and take our mobile health clinic out to provide free screening in peri-urban and rural areas. This encourages 

people to test regularly for some of the most common types of cancers, namely breast and cervical cancers in 

women and prostate cancer in men. 

 

CANSA provides emotional and practical support to cancer patients and their families throughout the course of 

their treatment through counselling, support groups, sale of a large range of stoma products at affordable 

prices and hire of medical equipment such as wheelchairs and eggshell mattresses. We also sell breast 

prostheses and wigs. We also provide a national dedicated toll-free line (0800 226622) to assist with info, 

education and advice.  
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The article makes reference to cancer-related charities in the US and Australia, not those in South Africa. The 

money that was raised through the Pink Trees campaign run earlier this year has been spent on funding the 

activities discussed above, which benefit the communities of the KZN Midlands directly. Our financial 

statements and annual reports are available on our website (www.cansa.org.za) so people are welcome to 

have a look at how CANSA spends the money raised. 

 

CANSA is also part of the process to help influence and amend the Patent law that will result in more 

affordable medication for cancer patients. The aim of the ‘Fix The Patent Law Campaign’ is to address the lack 

of access to medication to cancer patients due to very high costs.  We’re partners in the coalition of NGOs, 

calling on government to urgently finalise the National Policy on Intellectual Property. The amendments we are 

calling for are in line with current international law. If South Africa amends its laws, in line with the 

recommendations of the Fix the Patent Laws campaign, fewer patents will be granted - which will allow for 

competition between suppliers to offer lower prices, and improve access to affordable medicines. 

We would very much appreciate it if you would consider publishing this letter to correct any misconceptions 

that may have been created about our work. I would also be keen to meet with you if you would like further 

information about the work of CANSA.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Lisa Strydom 

KZN Divisional Manager 

 


