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There is nothing quite like sitting at the edge of the vast Etosha
Pan and suddenly see two tiny specs emerging out of the haze! 

You watch them for quite some time before you really see them,
and then you wait some more before you see what they are! 
You wonder where they come from? What could be in the
centre of that vast and desolate pan that could attract these
Gemsbok?

Or you sit watching a springbok walking away from you, 
or just lying ‘daar-doer’ in the distance, with the silhouettes 
playing silly buggers with you!

There is nothing like sitting at the water hole at Okaukuejo at
night and watch the rhino’s playing their territorial games, 
or watching a huge herd of elephant walking past within
a metre of your vehicle as if you do not exist - without making
a sound, just the silence of their quiet footsteps hanging in the
air.

The cheetah on the plains or the lions planning their hunting
strategy as they hang around the water holes, until it is time 
to move. What about those small little deer, the Dik-Dik, 
which you find on the Dik-Dik Drive near Namutoni. They are
so small and so vulnerable!

This is the beauty of Etosha and the next destination for 
Fredo Touring for Cansa, always with his Janey by his side, 
in the cabin of the Ford Ranger, with the ‘little baby elephant’, 
the Tourer SP caravan, our home from home, tucked in behind.

Fredo is a cancer survivor and has done so with blessings from
God, the fantastic and loving support of my wife Janey
and our two children, Susie and Johno, wonderful doctors
and some wonderful friends.

This is why we are doing this - it is also time for us to do 
something to give back! We have had a wonderful and 
successful life, full of privileges and blessings which we 
did not deserve more so  than others around us who are less
fortunate.

There are so many people affected by cancer who find it so
difficult to fight the disease and get on with their lives. You
can join us on this journey - and help us to make their lives
easier!
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The wonderful experience we had in 2014 when Fredo and Janey Touring for 

CANSA ventured across South Africa in our Ford Ranger and our Tourer SP 

caravan to raise funds to assist people affected by cancer, is still fresh in our 

memory. 

For us it was a memorable initiative, even more so because we really experienced a 

very warm response to our effort.  When we first came up with the idea one month 

before our departure last year, we could never have dreamt that we would achieve 

so much.

It was all due to the great support we had from a few sponsor companies, who got 

involved immediately.  These companies are South Africa’s biggest fruit exporters, 

the Capespan Group, Zestfruit, that well-known citrus exporter from Stellenbosch, 

the Karsten Group from the Orange River, where they grow the sweetest seedless 

grapes in the country, as well as the British importer, Poupart Imports.

They, and CANSA’s Violet Mureka,  became our true friends and supported us 

during the whole journey and beyond. 

We also had wonderful support from KFM 94.5 - the breakfast team under Ryan 

O’Connor. We had memorable broadcasts from the Kruger National Park and 

concluded the trip with a rousing morning session in the KFM studios in Green 

Point with Ryan, Deon Bing, and the rest of the team. Stefan le Roux, alla STEM, the 

programme manager, was our ‘handler’ and we had a lot of fun dealing with him.

At the end of last year’s trip, we knew it was the start of something special. We knew 

that by working together with such wonderful people, our combined effort makes a 

difference in the lives of people who are affected by cancer. So we are now setting 

our sights on Fredo Touring in support of Cansa in 2015!

Where we came from!
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Fredo Touring for Cansa, with Janey, will be travelling to the northern parts of 
Namibia in 2015. We anticipate that we will travel between 6,000 and 7,000 
kilometres. 

Since last year we recounted many of our travel stories and what impressed us 
most was the fact that all those following our travels were enthralled about the 
stories about the lives and habits of the animals we brought back with us. We are 
real animal lovers and we believe that the animals we found in the game parks of 
South Africa live in such a fragile world. By spending as much time as possible with 
them, we hope that we will highlight the fact that their space is getting smaller as 
the world’s population grows. We need to care and respect them - because if we do 
not do so, we will not have this treasure to pass on to future generations to enjoy 
too.

So, in 2015 we will travel from Cape Town to Etosha, more than 2000 km away. 
Along the way we will stop at a few interesting places, mainly to break up the long 
days on the road.  Most of our time will however be spent in the three great camps 
of Etosha - Okaukuejo, Halale and Namutoni.

On the way back we will head to the Namibian coast to see what Swakopmund is 
all about, before visiting the Quiver Tree Forest near Keetmanshoop and the village 
of Strandfontein on our own West Coast on the way back.

We plan to leave on 23 or 24 July and return to Cape Town roughly one month later. 
On these trips one needs to be a bit flexible and we are allocating a few extra days 
just in case there is something else we want to fit in.

The photographs we use in this booklet to promote our trip, were all taken by 
ourselves on a previous visit to Etosha, where the love for this national park in 
Namibia first originated from.

We will spend 10 nights in Okaukuejo on the western side of the Etosha Pan, four 
nights in the centre at Halale and then another ten nights under the thorn trees at 
the lovely Namutoni Camp with its famous old fort dating back to the years of 
German occupation.

Fredo Touring, with Janey, in 2015!
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In May 2013 Fredo and Janey travelled to Etosha for the first time. We instantly fell in 
love with the wild open spaces of Namibia and especially with the days we spent at 
Namutoni and Okaukuejo in Etosha.

The animals seemed to be more relaxed than in Kruger and because there are less 
people around, you can really enjoy the peace and quiet of the many water-holes 
where they gather during the day to drink, or just simply spend the day in-between 
their morning and afternoon feeds. 

The water-holes around Namutoni are special and we often found ourselves sitting 
there for hours - often completely alone and in harmony with nature. 

At one of the water holes we were surprised by around 60 elephants who suddenly 
appeared in single file behind our little polo - marching in total silence down to the 
water. We called it ‘the silent march of the giants’ when we reported on our blog - it 
was eerie, and we sat dead still as they walked past - a metre of two from our car.

If you have ever visited Okaukuejo you will never forget the moments around that 
magical water hole at the camp. We stayed in one of the chalets facing the water 
hole and we could literally sit on our patio and look at the animals. At night, spot 
lights light up the water-hole and on one evening we counted 5 rhino coming down 
to drink. 

In the heat of the day the springbok and gemsbok swam in the pool and one 
afternoon three elephants were playing in the water, sometimes totally vanishing 
under the water. 

Etosha has so many jackals - at Okaukuejo they run around the camp and around 
the tables in the restaurant when you have your dinner. Campers have to be careful 
when they go to sleep at night - you may just get a visitor.

The serenity of the place, that huge pan into which the gemsbok and springbok 
march, to simply disappear before one’s eyes, is something to behold.

We are looking for this peace again - that is why we are heading to Etosha. We will 
tell you all about it.

Why we picked Etosha!
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The biggest eland we have ever seen, and a group of jackal gathering at Olifantsbad, 
ready for the kill, are some lasting memories at the water-holes. 

We did not see that kill, but perhaps we were just not tuned into nature enough to 
know that it was coming. Somehow we were grateful that we did not see them tear 
that springbok apart. Janey was always on the side of the springbok, gemsbok or 
kudu approaching the water-hole, and not knowing that the lioness was lurking 
nearby. When they walked to close, she would exclaim - “No, No, run away!”

She absolutely loved the mother warthog and her babyas they sprinted away form 
the lioness when they realised she was there and she was getting too close!

The magnificent birds show themselves off at the water-holes, coming for their daily 
bath.  And the old rhino smiled at us - less than 6 metres away, after he had had his 
drink.

When you drive on the edge of the pan between Namutoni and Okaukuejo you 
wonder why animals will venture there. It is so vast and so barren. Yet this is their 
habitat and if you sit a while, they turn up and show off when they do so. There were 
the lions and hyenas in the middle of nowhere, and those magnificent and majestic 
old white elephant bulls - white from the sand of the pan in which they rolled after 
their bath.

We also found some history there - evidence that those South African pioneers, the 
‘dorsland trekkers’ passed through Etosha more than a century ago. Sadly, we only 
found the graves, where they are eternally at rest, in amongst the plains, with the 
elephant and giraffe wandering by.

Etosha is not complete without those wonderful people who deal with you at the 
camps. In one of the camps game drivers would turn up every morning and tell us 
where to go to find the animals. In the restaurants Janey and I were greeted like 
royalty every time we walked in.  They were mostly Ovambo people - so friendly!

Special animals and special people in a special country - well worth a vist in our 
efforts to raise funds for people in the Cape affected by cancer. We are their eyes 

Those stories from the water-holes
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We will be leaving Cape Town on Thursday, 23 July 2015, and on the first day travel all 
the way up to the Orange River, cross the border, and sleep near Noordoewer. 
Then, on day two, another long haul to Daan Viljoen National Park outside 
Windhoek. There we will spend two nights and enjoy our first rest day.

The next day we will reach Etosha and try and find a nice tree near the fence at 
Okaukuejo. Here your front porch is also the wide open veld and the path which 
animals follow to walk around the camp to the camp’s famous water hole. From 
there we will explore the water holes around the camp and also the far western 
parts of the Etosha Pan.

On Tuesday, 4 August, we will travel along the Southern border of the pan to Halale, 
roughly half way to the eastern camp of Namutoni. Halale has many interesting 
features and from there we will also drive into the Etosha Pan - to experience what 
people call ‘nothingness’ on all sides. Namutoni is next on the list - beautiful trees 
and wonderful water-hole experiences! Eventually we will leave Etosha and travel 
south-west to Swakopmund for a few nights at the coast, before turning for home. 
We will stop at the Quiver Tree Forest near Keetmanshoop, rest a few days at 
Strandfontein along the West Coast of South Africa - before arriving back in Cape 
Town around 25 August.

Travel with us - let’s help those affected by cancer!
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23 July - CTN - Vioolsdrift - 697km
24 - Vioolsdrift - Daan Viljoen - 830 km
25  August  - Daan Viljoen
26 August - Daan Viljoen - Okaukuejo - 
438  km
27 July - 3 August  -  Okaukuejo
4 Auigust - Okaukuejo - Hallale 
5 - 6  August -  Hallale
7 August - Hallale - Namutoni 
8 - 14 August  -  Namutoni

15 August -  Namutoni - Swakopmund - 
650 km 
16 - 18  August  -  Swakopmund
19 August - Swakopmund - Daan Viljoen 
- 370 km
20  August - Daan Viljoen
21  Augus t  -  Daan  V i l joen  -  
Keetmanshoop - Quiver tree forest
22 August - Keetmanshoop - 
Strandfontein - 740 km
23 - 24  August  -  Strandfontein
25 August - Standfontein - Cape Town - 
303 km

Our Travel Programme

Call us or e-mail us to get involved: 082 922 9478 - 021 7128817
wordfact@telkomsa.net



082 922 9478 -  - www.fredo.co.zawordfact@telkomsa.net

Fredo Touring, with Janey!
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