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Prof Eugene Cloete 

Microbiologist and water expert Prof Cloete is the Vice-Rector: Research and Innovation at 

Stellenbosch University.  

Before taking up this position in September 2012, Prof Cloete served as the Dean of the 

Faculty of Science at Stellenbosch University. He is also the Founding Director of the 

Stellenbosch University Water Institute.  

He has promoted more than 100 MSc and PhD students, authored five books, holds 10 

patents and has more than 140 scientific publications to his credit.  Prof Cloete also serves 

on the editorial boards of several journals.  He is a past Vice-President of the International 

Water Association (IWA) and past Chairman of the IWA Strategic Council and currently an 

IWA Governing Board member.  He is also a Fellow of the IWA and a Senior Fellow of the 

Water Institute of SA (WISA).  Prof Cloete is a board member of the South African Council 

for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and has recently been appointed by the Minister 

to serve on the Water Research Commission Board. 

Jonathan Deal, CEO of Treasure the Karoo Action Group 

Deal, now CEO of TKAG, founded the organisation in 2011 and was chairman until June 

2013. Awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize, commonly held to be the green 

equivalent of the Nobel prize, he toured the United States In 2013 on a fact-finding trip and 

campaign, meeting with President Obama, leaders in academia, US government and 

environmental agencies and building strategic ties with environmental organisations and 

individuals across the country.  

He published Timeless Karoo in 2007, and as a freelance journalist writes for various 

publications, including Critical Thought - the Rhodes Business School web site.  He is a 

member and past chairman of the Southern African Freelancers Association since 2007, and 

is sought after as a speaker and debater on shale gas mining at international conferences 

and presented at Al Gore’s International Climate Leadership School in Johannesburg in 

March 2014. Deal was named in 2014, by City Press as 1 of 100 World Class South Africans, 



sharing the honour with such names as Mark Shuttleworth, Charlize Theron and Dr. Ian 

Player. 

As a global environmental advocate and founder of Global Citizens Alliance, Deal holds a 

special passion for Africa, regarding himself as an African patriot. Reading widely on 

sustainability in global environmental and development issues, Deal while being 

unconvinced that shale gas can meet the claims of its proponents, is prepared to work 

diligently to establish the scientific feasibility of the resource – in SA and globally. 

Dr Carl Albrecht, CANSA Acting Head of Research 

Acting Head of Research for CANSA, 40 years in cancer research, initiator of Type B research 

projects in CANSA including the CANSA Fracking Project. Twice recipient of the AG Oettle 

Memorial Award for excellence in cancer research.  

Dr Albrecht embarked on a quest to help eradicate cancer 45 years ago when he did a Ph.D. 

at WITS on the mechanism of carcinogenesis using a man-made chemical known as Butter-

yellow. This work was taken further in the Molecular Anatomy Laboratories in Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee, and then in the National Chemistry Laboratory of the CSIR in Pretoria. In 1976 he 

was invited to join the Department of Pharmacology at Stellenbosch Medical School and 

proceeded to study dormancy of melanoma cells as well as testing the indigenous medicinal 

plant, Hypoxis sp., for anti-cancer properties in human lung cancer patients, This was the 

first registered clinical trial using an indigenous plant extract in the history of South Africa. 

He was also a senior lecturer and taught chemotherapy to about 2000 medical students in 

their 3rd year over a period of 21 years. He wrote a textbook on chemotherapy, published 

45 peer-reviewed articles and was a co-inventor of three US patents. In 2007 he became a 

free-lance medical research consultant, mainly for CANSA and was appointed fulltime by 

CANSA as the Head of Research in 2007. He has also served CANSA as a member of the 

research committee (RESCOM) since 1982 and was Chairman of the Western Cape Regional 

Council of CANSA from 1992 – 1996.  

 


